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SASKATCHEWAN STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
AIR QUALITY INDEX 

The Air Quality Chapter of Saskatchewan’s State of the Environment Report 
for 2015 provides a table representing overall air quality at several locations 
in the province. This Air Quality Index (AQI) is a single number compilation 
of all air quality data recorded at a location which defines the air quality for 
the year. The pollutants of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, ozone and particulate matter are used to provide a representative 
value for the air quality at a particular site. The AQI shows that air quality is 
good to excellent for all sites being monitored. (See table on Page 3)  

Air pollutants in Saskatchewan can originate from local, regional or even 
global sources.  Although air quality in Saskatchewan is generally good; 
industry, transportation, agriculture and other natural sources such as strong 
winds and forest fires may contribute to poor air quality at certain times.  
The major concern with poor air quality is damage to human health and the 
environment.  Health issues such as asthma, allergies, lung cancer and 
cardiovascular disease have been linked to poor air quality. Air quality may 
also have an effect on plant and animal biological diversity.  Currently the 
Regina air monitoring station reports the daily AQI in GPAZ. 

You can access the report and other information at:  

http://www.environment.gov.sk.ca/ministry-overview/  

Great Plains Air Zone Meetings 
GPAZ members and Board members met on January 21, and April 14, 2015.  
The Science Committee met twice - on February 9 and March 25, 2015. A few 
highlights of the general meetings: 

• An update was given on the new Environmental Code.  Members asked 
for a representative from the Code Secretariat to present information at a 
future meeting. 
• A review of emissions in GPAZ was presented. 
• Science Committee presented location for the first air monitor. 
• Finances and 2015 budget were discussed. 

Science Committee Meetings 

• Review of monitoring data and locations for mapping 
• Review of current GPAZ emissions for determining air monitoring network requirements 
• Develop a partnership with the Science Centre for a display and air monitoring equipment 
• Review and develop criteria for placement of first air monitor in GPAZ 
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The recently released 
Saskatchewan State of the 
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data throughout the year into 
a single number for several 
locations. This number shows 
that air quality in these 
locations in the province is 
generally good to excellent. 

 

 



Slogan “We all have a share in quality air”  

UPDATE TO MEETINGS 

The general meetings have been characterized by information exchange and knowledge transfer regarding current air 
quality issues – both provincially and federally.  A number of changes have taken place in air quality legislation and GPAZ 
has been an excellent forum to share this information!  If there are any topics our members would like addressed at our 
meetings, please forward your ideas to gpazair@sasktel.net 

The Science Committee has had several meetings in fiscal 2014 \ 15.  The work of this committee has been instrumental in 
providing the membership with a science based decision regarding placement of air monitoring equipment in GPAZ.  
Although GPAZ encompasses a large area, the greatest portion of reported emissions are from a few locations.  However; 
prevailing winds may carry pollutants from other provinces, states, and other areas of the province. 

 

INDIA LAUNCHES FIRST AIR QUALITY INDEX TO PROVIDE REAL TIME INFORMATION ON AIR 
POLLUTION LEVELS IN TEN CITIES 

The Indian government has recently announced an air monitoring network that will provide real time air quality data in 
ten cities in that country. The measured pollutants are similar to those being monitored in Saskatchewan and therefore 
the Air Quality Index (AQI) would be reported in a manner similar to Canada’s.  Although air monitoring has been 
conducted for a number of years, it is only recently that citizens have had access to real time data that will alert its citizens 
to episodes of poor air quality.  The new index will initially cover 10 cities - Delhi, Agra, Kanpur, Lucknow, Varanasi, 
Faridabad, Ahmedabad, Chennai, Bangalore and Hyderabad - and will be extended to more than 60 cities, reports say. 
Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar said the air quality index "may prove to be a major impetus to improving air 
quality in urban areas, as it will improve public awareness in cities to take steps for air pollution mitigation".  

India has a population of 1.27 billion (2014).  Along with industry, there are several other issues that contribute to air 
pollution.  Fuelwood and biomass burning, fuel adulteration, vehicle emissions and traffic all contribute to some of the 
worst air quality of major cities.  Last year the Environmental Preference Index ranked India 174 out of 178 
countries for air quality.   A World Health Organization (WHO) survey last year found that 13 of the most polluted 20 
cities in the world were in India. The capital, Delhi, was the most polluted city in the world, the survey said.  Air 
pollution is a leading cause of premature death in India, with about 620,000 people dying every year from pollution-
related diseases, says the WHO.  

Traffic congestion on good road infrastructure is a daily reality of India's urban centers. Slow speeds and idling vehicles 
produce, per trip, 4 to 8 times more pollutants and consume more carbon footprint fuels, than free flowing traffic.  

Source: BBC.com, New York Times 

 



 

 

NEXT MEETING OF THE GREAT PLAINS AIR ZONE 

At our last meeting it was determined a general meeting would take place 
June 23, 2015 at 09:30.  The location is yet to be determined.  The Science 
Committee has the next scheduled meeting on May 16 from 08:30 to noon.  
The location of both meetings will be sent out by email.   

If you or your organization has an article or information pertaining to air 
quality, improvements to air quality control equipment, or upgrades to 
processes that improve air quality, please forward it so we can include it in 
our next newsletter. 
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